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Dismissal from all civil posts, and the humiliation which
must follow the resentment or the contempt of his
countrymen, may not be for such a man too severe a
punishment; but a more rigorous sentence clearly
requires purer hands on the part of the men who must be
his judges. Nor is there much force in the plea that
Athenian polity was then only in the days of its infancy
and that peculiar caution was needed to guard against a
disposition too favourable to the re-establishment of a
tyranny. It is almost impossible that this could have
been the feeling of the time ; nor is the imputation
flattering to men who had lived for twenty years under
the Solonian constitution as extended and reformed by
Kleisthenes. It may be true that the leading Greeks
could not bear prosperity without mental depravation,
and that owing to this tendency the successful leader was <
apt to become one of the most dangerous men in the
community ; but this fact cannot divest a people of re-
sponsibility for their own resolutions. Miltiades may have
been corrupted by his glory ; but ordinary shame should
have withheld the hands of the Athenians from one whose
folly they had not checked and whose honesty they had
not paused to question. But we are bound to note
further that the alleged ignorance of the Athenians was
rather a veil thrown over a line of action which, as being
unsuccessful, they were disposed to regard as discredit-
able, and that in the scheme itself they were the ac-
complices rather than the dupes of Miltiades. In this
instance the raid against the islanders failed altogether ;
and the unsuccessful general was crushed. A like
attempt on the part of Themistokles ten years later was
crowned with a larger measure of success and was re-
garded as the earnest of a wide empire for Athens in
time to come. The root of the evil, as shown whether in
their rash confidence <w in their anger against the un-